TONGA – The Princess Royal Salote Maﬁle'o Pilolevu Tuita

The Princess Royal Salote Maﬁle'o Pilolevu Tuita of the Kingdom of Tonga is a member
of the House of Tupou. She is beloved in the Kingdom. HRH is an advocate for organics
in Tonga and has appeared with Robert Oliver speaking on this in REAL PASIFIK
TONGA. The Princess Royal Pilolevu has terriﬁc charisma, dignity and because Tonga is
the only Paciﬁc nation with a continuous royal line, brings a distinctly Tongan ﬂavour to
these episodes. She also wrote the foreword to Robert’s award-winning ﬁrst book
“Me’a Kai – Food and Flavours of the Paciﬁc”.

SAMOA – Dora Rossi

Dora Rossi is Samoa’s most glamorous chef and one of its most beloved. A trailblazer
in Samoa, Dora’s two Apia restaurants are supplied by local organic farmers under the
Farm to Table initiative created by Women in Business Development Samoa and
Robert Oliver. In 2016 and 2018, Dora’s family won Best Restaurant in Samoa for their
“Paddles” Restaurant at the Samoa Tourism Excellence Awards. A TV pro, Dora appears
in Paciﬁc television series REAL PASIFIK and is featured in Robert’s award-winning
Samoan cookbook “Mea’ai Samoa: Recipes and Stories from the Heart of Polynesia”.

FIJI – Dr Jone Hawea

Dr Jone Hawea is a doctor with a diﬀerence. A long-time surgeon in Fiji, Dr Hawea
spent years removing the limbs of fellow Fijians as they succumbed to the eﬀects of
diabetes. Wanting to, as he puts it, “move from the bottom of the cliﬀ to the top of the
cliﬀ”, he now heads a Healthy Living initiative in Fiji. In 2014, Dr Hawea and Robert
Oliver ﬁlmed seven healthy recipe videos for Fiji TV, which were repeatedly played
before the evening news. Dr Hawea’s healthy eating perspective along with Robert’s
cuisine know-how proved to be a terriﬁc combination - TV gold!

VANUATU – Votausi Reur-McKenzie

Votausi Reur-McKenzie is known as “The Queen of Ni- Van Cuisine”. She studied as a
nutritionist at Queensland University and had her “aha” moment when she realized
that her own cultural cuisine ticked all the nutritional boxes she was learning about.
She returned to Vanuatu and formed “Lapita Catering”, which produces food products
from local crops, supplied by a network of over 1000 farmers that she has cultivated
over the years. A true Paciﬁc trailblazer, Votausi sparkles on ﬁlm: she truly lives what
she preaches. Votausi hosted “Real Pasiﬁk Vanuatu” with Robert Oliver.

TONGA (for ﬁnals episodes) – FOLOLENI CURR

Fololeni Curr was born and raised in Tonga, graduated from the University of the South
Paciﬁc, joined Tonga’s Ministry of Finance then migrated to New Zealand. While in New
Zealand she worked in areas of Paciﬁc health and later with mental health. She’s also
lived in Fiji, Turkey and Egypt. She has learned from the diﬀerent cultures - their food,
their knowledge and their ideas. Living away from home and in diﬀerent cultures and
countries, made her realise how fortunate the people are in Tonga and in the Paciﬁc,
especially with the wealth of healthy food. Her own culture is the foundation that helps
deﬁne and guide her.

UNICEF (for ﬁnals episodes) – PITA TAUFATOFUA

Pita grew up in Tonga and gained widespread fame as an Olympian and ﬂag bearer
representing Tonga at both the 2016 Olympics and 2018 Olympics. Pita is a co-host for
the 1000-days episode that focusses on the health of babies for their ﬁrst 1000 days.
Pita has demonstrated his commitment to youth in Tonga and the Paciﬁc region
through school events and working in other youth development programmes in the
Paciﬁc. Pita is a motivational speaker and actor, as well as working for several years as
a youth counsellor in Australia. He is also hoping to qualify for a new sport at the 2020
Olympics in Tokyo. Pita has a degree in engineering.
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